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INTRODUCTION. 


H E compilation of this tract hath not been 

unattended with its ſhare of trouble and ex- 
pence ;, and indeed bad both exceeded by far what 
they have done, the compiler had not (all Iucratiue 
views out of the queſtion) thought his moments, or 
monies, immeritoriouſiy expended, that might ſerve 
40 retain the eyes of the Britons conſtantly fixed 
on the Tour of an amiable Prince (the juſt ob- 
ject of their general adoration) from the day he 
quitted their regretting ſhores, until that, wherein 
their tumultuous and overflowing gratitude knew 
not bew ſufficiently to expreſs the fincere joy of 
their hearts, on account of his much longed-for 
refloration to them. 


Mere titles are the endowments of chance ; their 
trueſt ſplendor they derrve from merit : who then 
can be otherwiſe than a profound admirer of the 
condutt and behaviour of His Royal Highneſs 
EDW ARD Dok or York? who, to the 

| erar- 
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extraordinary advantage of an illuftrious birth, 
bath nobly and ſagaciouſly added, all thoſe ineſti- 
mable ornaments that go to the compoſition in- 
trinſic worth. 


His Royal Highneſs, after having firſt made 
himſelf perfectly acquainted with the religion, po- 
titics, arts, ſciences, mechanics, and natural genius 
of bis own countrymen, thought proper to wiſit 
other nations; and by comparing their cuſtoms and 
manners with thoſe of England, he hath had the 
pleaſing opportunity of realizing the advantages 
which his brother's free-born ſubjefs enjoy, ſupe- 
rior to any other people; truths he had only before 
in idea. | | 


O that each heir of Britain would but follow 
bis Prince's example, in becoming more familiar with 
the affairs of his own kingdom, before he attempts 
an acquaintance with thoſe of others, and not let 
bis ignorance continually betray him into errors of 
the like nature with that which happened once 10 
an Engliſh nobleman at Rome, who, having been 
ſhewn by an Italian connoiſſeur a curious draught of 
Walbrock church, expreſſed great ſatisfaftion with 
the full of the artiſt, and next demanded what part 
of the world it was that contained an edifice at 


once 
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once ſo ſimple and ſo elegant : if he had been 
before ſurprized at the beauties he had percerved in 
the draught, he was infinitely more ſo, when told 
where, and by whom the pile had been erected; and 
that it (unnoticed by hint) ſtood within to or three 
miles of bis own houſe. 


It was not without ſome difficulty that my Lord 
was perſuaded to believe he had not been imp:ſed 
on; which at tength being effefted, he vowed, that 
on his return, he would not be in London fin haus 
without paying a viſit to Walbrock church be 
accordingly fulfilled his reſolution ——This is ſaid 
to have happened to the Iate Earl of Bolingbroke, 
a nobleman remarkable for refined taſte, and great 
knowledge of architefs, and their performances; 
however the abovementioned ſtruclure chanced 10 


eſcape his perſpicutty. 


To return to the Duke of York. — As Trae Britons, 
let us one and all congratulate that beloved Prince 
on his arrival in health. and ſafety to his Royal 
Brother's damintons, whom God preſerve ! — And 
let common gratitude, for all our benefits received 
under ſo mild, ſo good a Monarch, teach us to re- 
dere bim, bis Queen, and all the Royal Family. 
May all envious heart-burnings, ſaditious and 

ground- 
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groundleſs cavils ceaſe amongſt all degrees of people; 
may unity, peace and concord ſpread their wings 
ever this iſland, and teach the inhabitants of 
it, by duc reflection on the wretchedneſs of others, 
10 form a juſt eflimate of their own advantages. 


THE 


HR | 
TO D 
Of His RovAL HioHNESsS 


EDWARD Duke of YORK. 


| VW HATE VER might have been the motive 
which induced his Royal Highneſs to un- 
dertake this journey, whether politics or curioſity, 
Ve will not preſume to enquire into; it is certain 
the event has reflected the higheſt honour on 
theſe kingdoms in general, and on the illuſtrious 
family now happily poſſeſſed of the Britiſh dia- 
dem in particular. The reception his Royal 
Highneſs met with in the different kingdoms and 
ſtates through which he paſſed, cannot but be 
pleaſing to every true Briton, as it is a clear de- 
monſtration not only of the high opinion that part 
of Europe entertains of theſe happy iſles, but at 
the ſame time ſhews how much the religious pre- 
judices once ſo prevalent in thoſe countries, have 
been overcome by a proper exertion of that rea- 
ſon which alone diſtinguiſhes true Chriſtianity 
from Enthuſiaſm, 
B | 3 
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His Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, at a 
time of life when the faculties are moſt ſuſceptible 
of improvement, having finiſhed his juvenile 
ſtudies, and acquired, by his reading and obſer- 
vation, an extenſive knowledge of men and things, 
ſet out on his travels on Friday the 23d of Sep- 
tember, 1763, on board the Centurion, Com- 
modore Harriſon, from Plymouth Sound, where 
the royal ſtandard was hoiſted at the maintopmaſt- 
head: he was faluted by all the ſhipping, citadel, 
&c. and failed about five o'clock in the afternoon 
for Portugal, with a fair wind at N. E. 

On Monday the zd of October, his Royal High- 
neſs arrived at Liſbon in perfect health, where he 
was pleaſed to make uſe of his title of Earl of 
Ulſter, under which name his arrival was notified 
to the court. 

His Royal Highneſs had the ſecretary of ſtates 
houſe provided for him, and the king's equipages. 
Their moſt Faithful Majeſties, and their miniſters, 
did every thing in their power to make his reſi- 
dence as agreeable to him as. poſſible. His Ma- 
jeſty offered him a guard, which his Royal High- 
neſs in a very polite manner declined to accept. 
He was received by the Royal Family in the gar- 
dens of Quelus, a country houſe of the Infante 


Don Pedro, and was preſent at the concert. The 


evening of that day was ended with a comic opera 
in a little theatre fitted up purpoſely for the amuſe- 
ment of the Royal Family.—His Royal Highneſs 
was entertained by the Count de Ocyras, Senhor 
Don John, the High Admiral, the Archbiſhop of 

Evora, 
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Evora, the Lord Chief Juſtice, and dined with the 
Count de Villanova. He went to Mafra on Satur- 
day the 15th of October, where the Royal Family 
then were, and returned at night. 

Soon after his arrival, the deputy conſul, and 
four or five of the members deputed from the 
Britiſh factory, waited on him, and paid their 
compliments in a teſpectful addreſs, ſoon after 
which they invited him to a ball and ſupper, 
which his Royal Highneſs was pleafed to accept. 

Liſbon is the capital of the kingdom of Portu- 
gal, and ſituated on the bank of the river Tagus; 
it is furrounded only by a ſingle wall, on which 
are ſeventy ſeven towers, but of no great ſtrength, 
There are twenty- ſix gates on the river fide, and 
ſeventeen on the land fide. It is thought there 
are about 40,000 houſes, and 200,000 inhabit- 
ants. The ſtreets are narrow and ſteep, as the 
town ſtands on feven hills, which makes it incon- 
venient for coaches, and therefore litters are 
much uſed. The houſes of the citizens are very 
mean; but thoſe of the nobility are elegantly 
built with ſtone, and have large gardens belong- 
ing to them. There are forty pariſh churches, 
befides the cathedral, and forty convents of both 
ſexes. In one of the ſquares (and there are 
many) ſtands the King's palace, called Terreiro 
do Paſo, and oppoſite to that, the river, from 
whence may be ſeen large fleets of ſhips at 
anchor, and others perpetually going in and 
out of that ſpacious harbour. In the ſquare 

where his Majeſty reſides, they have their Bull- 
B 2 | fights*; 


a 


fights *; and here the officers of the inquiſition 
perform the terrible executions of burning and 
| roaſting 


* As the Spaniards have been moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
their Bull-feaſts, and the Andaluſian bulls the moſt fierce 
of any in the known world, we ſhall here inſert an ac- 
count of one given at the marriage of a King of Spain 
to a daughter of France. 

As ſoon as the feaft was publiſhed, the great road that 
leads to the mountains of Andaluſia was paliſadoed, in 
order to convey thoſe wild creatures with more eaſe and 
ſafety to the capital. The paſſage being thus ſecured, 
they ſend a kind of decoy-cows into the foreſts and moun- 
tains, and theſe allure the bulls, and draw them into the 
pali ſadoed road, which is thirty or forty leagues in length. 
If they diſcover the deluſion, and are for turning back, 
there are a number of horſemen, armed with ſpears, to 
drive them forwards ; and they are very rarely conducted 
far, without a ſharp encounter, in which many are often 
wounded. The ſtreets through which they paſs are lined 
with planks, and ſecured in the ſame manner as the road. 
They follow the cows into a building made on purpoſe to 
receive them ; where, by the dropping of a door, in the 
nature of a portcullis, they are ſeparated from their ſedu- 
cers, and are effectually ſecured. In this place they ſhut 
up forty or fifty together. 

All the houſes in the ſquare have balconies to every ſtory. 
The King's was larger than the reſt, and ſtood in the 
centre of one of the ſides of the ſquare ; perſons of the 
greateſt dignity being in others on his right and left. All 
the balconies were adorned with canopies, and the fineſt 
carpets to hang over them that could be procured. The 
hire of a balcony at that time came to twenty or thirty 
pounds. The guards were poſted before the King's bal- 
cony, but had no barrier to ſecure them from the bulls, 
and were obliged to defend themſelves with their partiſans. 

Before the action began, the ſquare was filled with 
men of figure and gallantry, richly dreſſed, and mounted 
on the fineſt managed horſes, making a parade, and pay- 
ing their devoirs to their acquaintance in general, 3 

| | the 
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roaſting men alive, who differ from the Romiſh 
faith. It is reported that Ulyſſes, in his voyages 
after 


— 


the ladies in particular: and theſe gallants are always 
diſtinguiſned by an ornament, the particular colour of 
which is the choice of the lady of their affections. 

When the place was cleared of theſe fine gentlemen, 
ſix Alguazils entered, finely mounted upon horſes after 
the Moriſco manner, with little bells faſtened to ſome 
part of their trappings. Theſe ſtaff-officers were dreſſed 


in white, and had plumes of feathers in their hats. The 


Alguazils are appointed to introduce the cavaliers that are 
to fight, and have the command of thoſe that are to take 
care of the door through which the bulls enter the grand 
lace. | 
8 Six cavaliers preſented themſelves for the combat, 
among whom was Count Koningſmark, a Swede. Their 
horſes and furniture were as fine as poſſible ; they had 
each of them a dozen led horſes, conducted by as many 
ooms. 

All the cavaliers were dreſſed in black, embroidered 
with gold and ſilver; each had a plume of feathers and a 
knot of diamonds faſtened to his hat-band ; they were alſo 
diſtinguiſhed by a ſcarf, the colour of which was ſup- 
poſed to be moſt agreeable to the particular lady they 
ſerved, who probably preſented it, and ordered how it 
ſhould be worn; ſome of them being tied round the arm, 
ſome round the waiſt, &c. the reſt of their dreſs was, a 
ſhort black cloak (contrived in ſuch a manner as to be 
no impediment in action) white buſkins, and gilt ſpurs; 
and, like the Moors, they rode ſhort. 

Each of the cavaliers was attended by forty footmen; 
and each corps was richly dreſſed in the habits of different 
nations, ' one, for inſtance, was Mooriſh, another Hun- 
garian, a third and fourth "Turkiſh and Ind an. Thus 
attended, the Alguazils led them (the trumpets and ket- 
tle drums ſounding all the while they marched) till they 
came to the King's balcony ; where the all made a pro- 
found obeiſance to him, and aſked him leave to ſight the 
bulls ; which he granted, and wiſhed them victory. 2» 
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after the deſtruction of Troy, laid the firſt foun- 


dation of it, and that this was the reaſon the La- 
tins 


The trumpets then began every where to ſound again: 
they retired from the King's preſence, ſeparated, and 
rode round the place, ſaluting the ladies of their acquain- 
tance, for the ſake of ſome of whom each had engaged 
to expoſe his life to the utmoſt hazard. 

All the footmen retired out of the ſquare, except two 
for each cavalier, to carry their darts and ſpears, and to 
take care of them it they ſhould be wounded. 

There are certain rules to be obſerved upon this oc- 
cafion, viz. None have the privilege of fighting on horſe- 
back but thoſe who are nobly born. There are certain 
circumſtances in which the bull is faid to have affronted 
the cavalier, i. e. if the bull encounters him with fuch 
violence, that his hat or his cloak fall off; or if he un- 
horſes him, or wounds him or his horſe, his honour is 
then engaged, which he muſt redeem though it were to 
colt a thouſand lives. To accompliſh which, he is obli- 
ged to attack the bull ſword in hand, and give him a cut 
in the head or neck; which being a moſt deſperate at- 
tempt, when the animal is quite mad with rage, if the 
cavalier behaves with ſuitable addreſs and bravery, and 
ſucceeds, it is impoſſible to expreſs the joy of the people, 
teſtified by repeated acclamations of Viva viva el bravo ca- 
vallero; the ladies all the while waving their handker- 
chiefs, in token of their approbation and applauſe. 

If the cavalier's horſe declines the encounter, he is 
obliged to diſmount, and attack on foot : upon which 
occaſion, all the reft quit their horſes; but without of- 
fering him the leaſt aſſiſtance, unleſs there ſhould be oc- 
caſion to bring off the perſon engaged, when deſperately 
wounded. When the cavalier has wounded the bull, 
they all remount. Some of them are ſo dextrous and 
bold, and their horſes ſo courageous, and have ſuch agi- 
lity and addreſs, that they will work round the bull for a 
confiderable time, in order to get an opportunity of wound- 
ing him; and yet clear rited rods in ſuch a manner as to 
come off unhurt. | | * 
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tins called it Oly/ip9, whence the name Liſbon is 
derived. 
After 


—— * 


No cavalier aſſaults the bull which another has engaged, 
unlefs it be in his own defence ; or if the bull flies from 
him; and then a ſhort purſuit ſufficiently ſatisfies the laws 
of honour. | 

The cavalier is to fight the bull with darts, or his lance; 
and is not to draw his ſword tiſl he has received an af- 
front. When any cavalier is carried off wounded, he is 
accompanied by the reſt as far as the gate, and then they 
return to the combat. 

On firſt opening the incloſure where the bulls are kept, 
the animal, wild as he is, ſeldom or ever darts out in a 
furious manner, for having been confined many hours in 
the dark, the ſudden glare of light furprizes him; and 
he has ſcarce got his head out of the door, when he ſeems 
aſtoniſhed at the grand ſcene that is preſented to his view; 
and then he will gaze quite round the ſpectators, as if to 
. conſider them: and after having advanced four or five 
ſteps, and perceived the place he is in to be of a confined 
nature, he then takes notice of the cavaliers, who at that 
inſtant are all in a ready and compoſed poſture to receive 
him. After which he ſets out upon a gallop round the 

ace; and the cavaliers, from their ſeveral ſtations, move 
in ſuch a manner as to put themſelves in his way, upon 
his return; always endeavouring, when they attack him 
with a lance, to be rather more upon his left-ſide than 
directly in front. When the bull approaches, they ſtand 
quite ſtill, and wait for him with their lance, couched in 
the ſame manner as was formerly practiſed in tilts and 
tournaments ; though the form of the lance is only like 
that of an officer's pike, but much more ſubſtantial. And 
it is obſervable, that though the bull be in his full career, 

et, when he perceives the cavalier on horſeback, with 
is lance extended, and ſtanding directly before him 
with an air of ſolemnity, ſteadineſs, and reſolution, he 
always ſtops, contemplates, and examines the mixed 
being that oppoſes his paſſage : you may even fee him 
collect his ſpirits, and perceive his courage riſe, till it 
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After a ſtay of three weeks and four days at 


Liſbon (part of which time he was detained by 
contrary 


ſettles in a ſurly obſtinacy, and reſolution to attack it, 
whatever it be; and that being fixed, he gives a bound 
or two, and the cavalier receives him upon the point of 
his lance, on the inſide of the right ſhoulder ; which, 
though it ſtops him for a little while, only. ſeems to add 
to his reſolution ; for he will preſs upon the lance to ſuch 
a degree (the cavalier and horſe doing their utmoſt to keep 
their ground) that they. will ſometimes be ſo counter- 
poiſed, that each animal will be a conſiderable time upon 
its haunches, but the bull being heavieſt, the horſe is 
always forced to give way; which the cavalier per- 
ceiving, immediately recovers his lance, turns to the left, 
and flies as ſwift as poſſible ; all which is but one motion, 
and muſt be done in the ſame inſtant ; for the bull comes 
ſo quick upon him, that the leaſt accident or delay would 
be the loſs of his horſe at leaſt, and probably of his own 
life. Wild bulls, provoked, are far from being flow or 
ſluggiſh ; for they will purſue one of their beſt mounted 
horſemen three or four times round the place, and ſcarce 
loſe a yard of ground, till the moment before they quit 
the purſuit. | 

As the horſe is the chief object of the bull's reſentment, 

he is artful, vigilant, and dextrous in wounding him. 

After the cavaliers had engaged the bull, with a long, 
tough and maſly lance, and oppoſed firmneſs to obſtinacy, 
and force to force, each of them took a ſhort and exceed- 
ing light ſpear, of a quality ſo apt to break, that a mo- 
derate blow would ſhiver it to pieces; and if the cavalier 
broke it againſt the bull, it was looked upon as a gallant 
act. And if we conſider the circumſtances, the enter- 
prize is no contemptible one; for this is no miſſive wea- 
pon, but held faſt in his hand when he gives the blow : 
and this is done when the wild bull is flying about in the 
utmoſt rage. And though the breaking of the ſpear be a 
kind of indication of the force of the blow, in reality it is 
intended and required only as a proof that the blow was 
given, and that the cavalier had done his duty. 


When 
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contrary winds) his Royal Highneſs embarked on 


board the fame ſhip that carried him there, on the 
28th 
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When the bull has received a mortal wound, he ſinks 
through loſs of blood, falls upon his knees, drops down 
and dies, almoſt without a groan. 

Some will roar, upon their being wounded ; and others 
bear every thing with a ſullen ſilence. It is very rare that 
any of them decline fighting ; but when ever that hap- 
pens, they demoliſh them without ceremony, by the help 
of dogs, who ſtopping them in their flight, the men can 
come up and attack them. 

When the cavalier has wounded his bull, and given 
ſufficient proofs of his courage and addreſs, the, beaft is 
then left to the entertainment and attacks of thoſe who - 
fight on foot : many of whom come from the fartheſt 
parts of the kingdom to ſhew their dexterity and courage. 
Theſe aſſault him with what weapon they think proper 
to chuſe ; as ſpears, daggers, darts ſwords, &c. Thoſe 
that are trained to this ſort of combat, are exceedingly 
nimble, dextrous, and intrepid : they will wait for the 
bull, till his horns almoſt touch them: and then flip by 

him as quick as thought, and fix a bearded dart into his 
neck or ſides ; and this dart is often fo contrived with 

fireworks, that the flame, ſparks, bounces and reports, 
drive him ſo mad, that he will fling himſelf more than 
the height of a man into the air. | 

When the bull is in his utmoſt rage, his eyes dart fire 
and he makes ſuch an impetuous diſcharge of vapour 
from his noſtrils, that it is like the ſmoke of a furnace. 

The men that are permitted to engage him on foot, are 
dreſſed in party-coloured jackets, one of them jumped 
upon the bulPs back, and ſat him a quarter of an hour, in 
his utmoſt fury. And another was fo dextrous and bold, 
as to ſtrike a poignard into the creature's brain, through 
the ſtatura of his forehead. 

As ſoon as the bull is killed, ſome of theſe party-co- 
loured combatants bring in three or four mules, dreſſed 
in the ſame ſort of livery, and adorned with plumes of 
of feathers, and little bells: * being harneſſed, and — 

| t 
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28th of October, in company with the Thames 
frigate and Vulture ſloop, and immediately put to 
ſea in order to proceed for Genoa; his Majeſty's 
ſhip the Valeur being previouſly diſpatched there 
from Liſbon (which the reached in fourteen days) 
to acquaint the Engliſh conſul of his Royal High- 
neſs's intention to viſit that place, and to prepare 
a houſe for his reception as ſoon as poſſible. 

His Royal Highneſs, in his voyage to Genoa, 
put into Gibraltar, and viewed every part of that 
important fortreſs; which is built on a rock, in 
a peninſula, and can only be approached on the 
land kde; the Spaniards have drawn a fortified line 
acroſs the paſſage, between the mountain and the 
ſca, which is very narrow, to prevent the garriſon 

| having 


tackle immediately faſtened to the dead creature's neck, 
they gallop off with it in a moment ; upon which the 
trumpets found, and another bull is let into the place. 

Count Koningſmark was wounded dangerouſly in the 
leg; and his horſe ſo deſperately, that he flew about as if 
mad, and killed a man with a ſtroke of his heels; and, to 
avoid farther miſchief and diſturbance in the ſquare, 
they opened the gate, and let him out. 

As ſoon as the Count was wounded, a fine Spaniſh 
lady, who probably was well aſſured that he fought for 
her ſake, ſtood forward in her balcony, and with her 
handkerchief made ſeveral ſigns. If they were meant to 
encourage him, he did not ſeem to want them ; for though 
he had loſt abundance of blood, and was forced to lean 
upon one of his footmen, who held him up, yet he went 
on, ſword in hand, and gave the bull a great wound in 
the head, and then turned himſelf toward the balcony 
where the young lady was, kiſſed his ſword, and ſuffered 
himſelf to be carried off. | 

This feaſt laſted three or four days, in which time 
there were killed between thirty and forty bulls; and 
ſeveral} men and horſes were killed and wounded, 
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having any communication with the country. It 
was taken from the Spaniards in two days, in the 
year 1704, by the fleet under Sir George Rook. 
They attempted to retake it (with the aſſiſtance of 
the French) the ſame year, but failed in the enter- 
prize. In the year 1727 they beſieged it again, 
and lying before it many months, were obliged to 
deſiſt. During this laſt ſiege they attempted to 
blow up the rock with gun-powder, but found it 
impracticable; ſo that it has remained in the 
hands of the Engliſh ever ſince. 

After ſtaying two days at Gibraltar, his Royal 
Highneſs ſet fail for Minorca, where he arrived 
the 11th of November in perfect health. There 
was nothing found here to induce a long reſidence, 
as it is an iſland incumbered with barren hills; 
and is valuable only for its large and ſecure har- 
bour of Port-Mahon. 

His Royal Highneſs failed from Minorca the 


19th of the above month, in the ſame ſhip, in 
company with the Lively and Thames frigates. * 


On his departure, the weather was very fine, and 
the wind moderate ; but before he had been long 
at ſea it grew tempeſtuous, as is uſual in thoſe 
parts at that ſeaſon of the year, but he happily 
arrived ſafe at Genoa the 28th at night, where he 
continued his title of Earl of Ulſter, and his ap- 
proach was ſignified to the maſter of the ceremo- 
nies under that name, who went on board the 
Centurion to make an offer of the palace prepared 


by the Republic for his reception, which he was 


pleaſed to refuſe, as alſo all other public honours, 
| C 2 except 
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except a deputation of ſix noblemen, who waited 
upon him the next morning with compliments on 
his ſafe arrival to Genoa; they were Meſſ. James 
Gentile, Bartholomew Lomellino, Nicolas Cattaneo, 
Jerome Darazzo, Jerome Veneroſo, and Dominick 
Frawzone, and beſides theſe, moſt of the nobility. 

On the goth, the Republic ſent him a preſent 
of all forts of fruits, wine, wild fowl, &c. The 
ſame evening a ball was given for his amuſement 
at the palace which they had prepared for his re- 
ception, where the deputies had provided a ſupper 
of forty covers. After the ball had been begun 
about two hours, the palace-doors were opened to 
admit every body that was maſked, which hberty 
was granted, notwithſtanding they were entered 
into advent; during which time, until after Chriſt- 
mas, no theatrical diverſions are allowed, nor any 
maſking till the 19th of January. 

On the 2d of December a concert of vocal and 
inſtrumental muſick was given for his entertain- 
ment, and on the 42d, an aſſembly of the greateſt 
part of the nobility of both ſexes. In ſhort, no- 
thing was omitted to make his ſtay as agreeable 
as poſſible. 

On the roth of January, 1764, his Royal High- 
neſs gave an entertainment on board the Engliſh 
men of war, to the moſt diſtinguiſhed families. 
On the 22d, a maſked ball was given at the 
theatre; and the night following, another by the 
deputies, in the palace prepared for his Highneſs. 
Before he left this place, he made moſt magnifi- 
cent preſents to the Princes and States, in jewels 
and toys, to the amount of near 40,000 ducats. 

Part 
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Part of this delightful city is ſituated on a level 
ſtrand near the ſea, and riſes gradually to the top 
of a hill: the houſes are five or fix ſtories high, 
and well built, riſing like the ſeats of a theatre, 
as you approach it from the ſea, which affords a 
very fine proſpect. It has been rebuilt ſince the 
year' 1684 to great advantage ; the houſes are 
built with brick and ſtone, and moſtly flat roofs. 
According to the great Mr. Addiſon, their prin- 
cipal ſtreet is a double range of palaces from one 
end to the other, built with excellent fancy, and 
fit to entertain the greateſt princes; the fronts of 
ſeveral of them being entirely of marble. The 
city is ſurrounded by a wall; and at a little diſ- 
tance there is a ſecond, which takes in the hills 
that command the place, There are go churches, 
20 colleges, and as many convents. The cele- 
brated Andrew Doria, one of the greateſt admi- 
rals and generals of his time, freed this (his na- 
tive) country, from the tyranny of the French and 
Spaniards, and ſettled the government as it ſtands 
at this time, in the year 1528. 

Soon aſter his Royal Highneſs ſet out from 
Genoa, which was on the 1 1th of February, his 
carriage broke down on the eminence of Lou- 
quette, and he proceeded from thence on horſe- 
back to Alexandria, which is about forty miles 
diſtant, and is ſubject to the King of Sardinia, 
to whom it was ceded by the Houſe of Auſtria, 
and confirmed by the peace of Utrecht in 1713. 
Notwithſtanding his deſire to maintain a private 


character, it was impoſſible to avoid his being 
| received 
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received here with all poſſible marks of reſpect 
and diſtinction. Ar ſome diſtance from the town, 
the commandant met him with two coaches and 
fix, complimented him in the name of the King, 
and conducted him to the governor's houſe (he 
being abſent on account of his health) "where he 
was received by the officers of the garriſon and 
chief nobility of the place, and entertained mag- 
nificently. As he entered the town he was faluted 
with thirty diſcharges of cannon, the guard at the 
gate preſented their arms, and the officers faluted 
him; a captain's guard was mounted, and all 
other honours paid him. During his ſtay here, 
he viſited the citadel, which his Sardinian Majeſty 
has rendered a complete work at a very great ex- 
pence. Upon his departure he received the ſame 
honours as on his arrival. 

At Aſti, which is about 30 miles from Turin, 
he met with the ſame treatment as at Alexandria. 

At the firſt poſt from Turin, his Royal High- 
neſs was met by the maſter of the ceremonies 
and his deputy, in two of his Sardinian Majeſty's 
coaches, and conducted to the palace prepared 
for his reception, where he was complimented on 
his ſafe arrival, on the part of the King, the Duke 

of Savoy, and the reſt of the Royal Family. 
' The foreign miniſters reſiding at this court, went 
in a body to pay their reſpects to his Royal 
Highneſs; after which he was conducted to 
court by the maſter of the ceremonies and his 
deputy, in two of his Sardinian Majeſty's coaches, 


attended by Mr. 22 Sir William Boothby, and 
Colonel 
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Colonel St. John. At the foot of a private ſtair- 
caſe, which leads to a part of the palace, he was 


met by the ſame gentleman of the bed - chamber 


who had complimented him in the name of his 
Sardinian Majeſty, and in a gallery at the head of 
the ſtairs, by the Grand Chamberlain, who con- 
ducted him to an apartment, where he was re- 
ceived by the King of Sardinia, the Duke of 
Chablais, and the Prince of Piedmont, the Duke 
of Savoy being confined to his room, by the re- 
mains of a fever and cold. After ſome conver- 
ſation with his Sardinian Majeſty, he was con- 
ducted by the Duke of Chablais and Prince of 
Piedmont, to the Duke and Dutcheſs of Savoy's 
apartments, where he was received by the reſt of 
the Princes and Princeſſes of the Royal Family. 
After this ceremony, he returned in the ſame 
manner to the apartment where he had left the 
King, and was reconducted home from thence in 
the ſame coaches. 

From the cordial friendſhip which exiſts be- 
tween the two courts, it is eaſy to conceive with 
what warmth of regard his Royal Highneſs was 
received by his Sardinian Majeſty and his family, 
of which he experienced every teſtimony, by all 
the marks of attention and eſteem that could 
poſſibly be ſhewn him; and his Royal Highneſs, 
on his part, returned it in a manner, which pro- 
cured him the ſincere affection of the whole 
court. Immediately upon his return, he was 
waited on by the Prince of Carignan and his 
ſon, and the next day by the great officers, the 

© miniſters 
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miniſters of ſtate, the knights of the order of 
the Annunciation, and thoſe about the court who 
were of the ſame rank. His Royal Highneſs then 
viſited the Prince and Princeſs of Carignan. 

On the .15th of February, Count Alberic de 
Belgioioſo arrived at Turin from Milan, on a 
complimentary viſit, ordered by the Empreſs 
Queen to the Duke of York, on the part of the 
Duke of Modena, that when he went to Milan, 
he would accept of the ducal palace for his reſi- 
dence. | 

On Sunday the 19th his Royal Highneſs gave 
an elegant entertainment to all the miniſters of 
ſtate, great officers and foreign miniſters. 

On the 21ſt he viſited the citadel, and the next 
day the fortifications of Suza and the Brunetta, 
which are as fine as the nature of the ground will 
admit of. The town is about three miles in cir- 
cumference, of a ſquare figure, and much admired 
for its ſpacious ſquares and ſtreets, lofty buildings, 
and a beautiful palace. This city endured a ſiege 
of ten weeks in 1706, when it was relieved by 
the army under the Duke of Savoy and Prince 
Eugene, who attacked the enemy before Turin, 
and gained a compleat victory. The Duke of 
Orleans and Marſhal Marſin, who commanded the 
French, were both wounded, the Marſhal mor- 
tally, and the allies took 1 50 pieces of cannon, 
50 mortars, and 7000 priſoners, with all the ene- 
my's ammunition and baggage. When the Duke 
of Savoy entered the capital, which was the ſame 
evening, he found it almoſt in ruins, 


Oh 
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On the 26th, the marquis Calcagnini (gentle- 
man of the chamber to the Infant Don Philip) ar- 
rived at the above city to compliment his Royal 
Highneſs, and at the ſame time to invite him to 
ſtop at Parma in the courſe of his tour. 

On the 25th his Royal Highneſs took the di- 
verſion of hunting, and in the evening gave a ſup- 
per and ball at his palace to the principal ladies of 
the place. 

The Dukes of Savoy and Chablais went to- 
gether to viſit his Royal Highneſs on the 3d of. 
March; and the next day he dined with the King 
and the Royal Family in private. On the 6th he 
went to take leave of his Majeſty, and afterwards 
gave a grand ſupper to the nobility. The next 
day he ſet off, regretted by the King of Sardinia 
and the whole Royal Family, and on the 8th ar- 
rived in perfect health at Milan, where he was 
treated with all the honours due to his high birth. 
This city is of a round form, about ten miles in 
circumference, and contains 300,000 inhabitants; 
It is ſurrounded by a wall, and the citadel is one 
of the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in Italy. The town 
contains many {pacious ſtreets and ſquares —_— 
ly built. 

After ſtaying here a ſhort time, his Royal High- 
neſs ſet off for Parma, which he reached on Wed- 
neſday ' the 14th, but ſtopped only to change 
horſes. * M. du Tillot, minifter from the Infant 
Don Philip, paid his compliments to his Highneſs 
at the coach door. Parma is pleaſantly ſituated 


on a river of the ſame name, of a circular form, 
D | and 
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and about three miles in circumference, defended 


by a citadel, and other works, and is eſteemed a 
ſtrong town. 

On Friday the 16th, his Royal Highneſs ar- 
rived at Florence. His deſire of paſſing under the 


title of Earl of Ulſter, deprived this government 


of ſhewing him thoſe public honours on his en- 
tering the town, that were intended. The ſtreets 
were crouded with people, and particularly that 
where Sir Horace Mann's houſe ſtands, where he 
condeſcended to lodge. A few minutes after his 
arrival, a proper guard was ſent to his door; and 
the officer who commanded it, being admitted to 
the Duke's preſence, received his Royal Highneſs's 
thanks, and the guard was diſmiſſed. Soon af- 
ter, Marſhal Botta's aid de camp was ſent to 
enquire at what hour the Marſhal and the other 
members of the Regency might have the honour 
of paying their reſpects to the Duke; and the 
Great Chancellor of Ruſſia ſent the fame meſſage. 
He anſwered, That he would receive them after 
he had dined; when they were accordingly intro- 
duced to him by Col. St. John and Sir Horace 
Mann. Marſhal Botta made a compliment to 
his Royal Highneſs, by order, and in the name of 
the Emperor, with offers of an apartment in one 
of his Imperial Majeſty's palaces, his coaches, 
and every thing that could be for his ſervice and 
amuſement; which he declined. In the evening 
many ladies, who, by his permiſſion, had been 
invited, were preſented, and the aſſembly was 
| very 
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very numerous. The next morning he took a 
tour about the town 1n his coach, in an undreſs, 
and called upon Marſhal Botta, who received him 
at the bottom of the ſtairs. The ſame day he 
admitted all the Engliſh to dine with him ; and 
the day after, the members of the Regency, fo- 
reign miniſters, &c. His Royal Highneſs having 
heard that the Marſhal had faid, that our of 
reſpect he could not take the liberty to invite him 
to dinner, but was very ambitious. of having that 
honour, he ſent him word, that he would dine 
with him on Monday the 1gth, being the feſtival 
of the Archduke. In the evening the Marſhal 
made a great aſſembly for the ladies, at which his 
Royal Highneſs aſſiſted. 

There is ſcarce a town in Italy to equal this in 
elegancy : it is called Florence the Fair; and is 
defended by a wall and other works, beſides three 
citadels of a round figure. It is ſix miles in cir- 
cumference - encompaſſed on three ſides with lictle 
fruitful hills, full of villas and country feats; 
and on the weſt {ide lies that rich and extenſive 
valley through which the. river Arno runs as far 
as Piſa, and the Tuſcan ſea. Statues and foun- 
tains are ſeen in almoR all their ſtreets; their 
private buildings are lofty, their ſquares ſpacious, 
their churches little inferior to thoſe of Rome, 
and their -noblemens palaces equal to any in 
Italy. The ſtatues, paintings, and curioſities in 
the Grand Duke's palace, are the admiiation of 

travellers. | 
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His Royal Highneſs went from the above place 
to Leghorn, where he arrived in good health on 
the 2d of April, attended by Sir William Boothby, 
Colonel St. John, and Sir Horace Mann; Mr. 
Dick, the Britiſh conſul, and the factory, had 
tae honour to meet him about four miles off, 
with a train of twenty coaches. A detachment 
of dragoons was placed to eſcort him into the 
towyn; at a ſmall diſtance from which the Go- 
vernor waited to receive him; and the Duke 
was pleaſed to take him into his coach. On his 
approach towards the ramparts, he was ſaluted 
by three rounds. of twenty-four cannon ; and 
an croſſing the parade, ſaw the whole garriſon 
under arms; and he found at his lodgings, which 

was at the conſul's houſe, a guard of a com- 
pany of 3 which he ordered to be diſ- 
miſſed. 
The factory had the hongit to hes ekentnd; 


and he afterwards received the Governor, ac 


companied by all the military and civil officers , 
and, in the evening, the principal people of both 
ſexes were e N to him, and n the even- 
ing there. 62 a2 015511 

The next morning hi# Royal: Highnef viſned 
the port, the mole; dazaretto, &c: and was after-' 
wards pleaſed to permit the Governor, ſome: of: 
the firſt people in the town, and many of the 
gentlemen of the factory, to have the honour to 
dine with him. In the evening there wa an 2. 
ene at the Governor's, 5 
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On the 5th, his Royal Highneſs accepted of 
a hunt in the wood of St. Roſori, ten miles from 
hence (a place always reſerved for the Great 
Duke's own hunting) where the Governor had 
prepared a moſt magnificent entertainment un- 
der a large tent. At the firſt table there were 
fifty covers, and at another . twenty 
more. 

Leghorn is a free port, which has made it rich 
and populous, merchants. reſorting there from all 
nations. It has a commodious and ſecure har- 
bour, but ſo liable to be choaked up with ſands, 
that ſlaves are continually. employed in clearing 
it; with the:ſand they take up they fill the marſh- 
es, which renders the place more than it 
was formerly. | 

The ſame day, after ner: his Royal High- 
neſs ſet out for Piſa, which is ſituated on the ri- 
ver Arno, about four miles from the ſea, and ten 
from Leghorn. A guard was ſent from thence to 
meet him, and both on his entring and leaving 
the town the cannon of the fortreſs were fired. 

His Royal Highneſs went from Piſa on the 7th 
for Lucca. At a mile diſtance from the town, a 
deputation of ſi of their nobility, who had been 
appointed by the republic to meet him, waited on 
him, to compliment him on his arrival; to which 

he made the moſt obliging anſwer. After which, 
as he approached the walls of the town, he was 
ſaluted by the artillery. Soon after he was got 
to the inn where he lodged; the ſame deputation 
waited upon upon him, to deſire his acceptance 
| of 


L 30 ] 
of a preſent, conſiſting of eighteen cheſts of oil, 
wine, coffee, chocolate, wax- candles, ſweet- meats, 
hams, and many other eatables. The whole 
was brought by fifty ſervants in the livery of the 
republic, and a maitre d' hotel, to whom his Royal 
Highneſs made a generous preſefit in return. 
The aformentioned gentlemen then invited him 
to an enfertainment, which was prepared for him 
in the houſe which they hoped he would have ac- 
cepted of to lodge at, and to which his Royal 
Highneſs was conducted in the coaches of the 
| Republic. The houſe was very large, and moſt 
magnificently furniſhed. Many ladies were there 
to receive him; and after the ball, a concert of 
vocal and inſtrumental muſic was performed ; and 
his Royal Highneſs having ſupped at a table, 
which conſiſted of fixty covers, retired about 
three o'clock. The next morning the ſame de- 
putation waited upon him and attended him to, 
his coach; and, on his leaving the town, he was 
faluted by the cannon as before. 

By the diligence of the natives, Lucca has ac- 
- quired the name of The Induſtrious, from their 
conſiderable manufactories of filk, and gold and 
ſilver ſtuffs. Their olive oil is in great eſteem; 
and they have plenty of wine, but very little 
corn; and the common people generally eat 
cheſnuts inſtead of bread, as they do in other 
parts of Italy. The city ſtands in the middle of 
a fruitful plain about fifteen miles wide, near the 
river Serchia, is. about' three miles in circumfe- 
rence, ſurrounded by fortifications ; and the town 
is 
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is as elegantly built as other Italian cities. They 
oblige all travellers to leave their arms at the gate, 
and will not ſuffer any 'one to wear a ſword in the 
City. 

* Lucca the Duke proceeded towards Flo- 
rence; and in paſſing by Piſtoja, though without 
getting out of his coach, was complimented by 
the Governor whilſt they were changing horſes, 
and was ſaluted by the cannon of the town. His 
Royal Highneſs from thence went to a hunting- 
ſeat of the Emperor, which lay in the way, where 
a dinner was prepared by Sir Horace Mann's or- 
der; and his Royal Highneſs reached Florence 
late, and found many ladies and much company 
aſſembled at his houſe, to paſs the evening as 
uſual. | 

On Wedneſday evening, the 11th of April, 
Marſhal Botta, accompanied by the other mem- 
bers of the Regency, went to wiſh his Royal 
Highneſs a good journey. The Duke, attended 
by Sir Horace Mann, ſet out the next morning 
for Sienna, where he arrived early in the evening, 
and was received with the ſame military honours: 
as at Leghorn, &c. The nobility of both ſexes 
came out of the town in their coaches to meet 
him; and as ſoon as he arrived at the inn where 
he lodged (part of which, by Msrſhal Botta's or- 
der, was furniſhed from the Emperor's wardrobe 
there) the Governor, and the General who com- 
mands there, came to pay their reſpects to him, 
and attended him to ſee the principal curioſities 
of the place; after which he paſſed the evening 
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at a lady's houſe, who by an order from Mar- 
ſhal Botta, had 5554 kg a ball and a ſupper for 
him. 

In a pleaſant fruitful country, and on an emi- 
nence, ſtands Sienna, about four miles round, 
encompaſſed with a ruinous antique wall, and 
defended by a citadel; the town is thinly peopled, 
but elegantly built, and the cathedral eſteemed 
one of the fineſt Poa. of Gothic architecture in 
Italy. 

His Royal Highneſs left Sienna early on Friday 
the 1 2th on his route for Rome, where he arrived 
the 15th. The Pope ordered all poſſible regard 
to be ſhewn him. The grand Prior Corſini, and 
the brother of Prince Borgheſe, who had been in 
England, conſtantly attended him, and from whom 
his Highneſs received many valuable preſents. 
He was alſo preſented with two cheſts of moſt ex- 
cellent wine, which he ſent to his brother the 
King of Great-Britain, with many other things 
equally eſtimable. On the 24th his Royal High- 
neſs was entertained by Cardinal Alexander Al- 
bani, at his houſe out of the Salara gate; the 
next day at the houſe of Corſini; and on Thurſday 
the 26th, there was a public horſe- race of barbs, 
and 1n the evening the Pope ordered all the prints 
of Rome, curiouſly bound, and two fine pictures, 
to be preſented to him. 

Before his Highneſs left Rome, he compli- 
mented the Prince Borgheſe and the Prior Cor- 
fini with each a preſent of the moſt curious Saxon 


China, 
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China, as an acknowledgement for the particular 
pains they took to make his ftay agreeable. 

The greateſt curioſities in Rome, are the an- 
tient theatres and amphitheatres, Pagan temples, 
triumphal arches, baths, aqueducts, fountains, ca- 
tacombs, obeliſks, cirques, ſepulchres, bridges, 
churches, palaces, ſtatues, paintings, piazzas, col- 
leges, and hoſpitals. The people of this city are 
eſteemed more obliging than in any town in Eu- 
rope, and a general civility reigns here. They are 
not poſleſſed with a ſpirit of bigotry or perſecution 
againſt ſtrangers of any country or religion what- 
ever. The walls, as they ſtood in the time of the 
Romans, were about twelve miles in circumfe- 
rence, but not a third part within the walls is now 
built on, the reſt being taken up with vineyards 
and gardens. The inhabitants are reckoned at 
about 120,000. There are five bridges over the 
river Tiber, 20 gates, and 300 antique towers, 
ſtill remaining. Rome, as it ſtands at this time, 
is fourteen or fifteen feet higher than the old 
City, being built on the ruins of the former, and 
is more on a level than the other was, great part 
of the hills being waſhed down into the valleys, 


inſomuch that the Tarpeian rock, which was once 


a terrible precipice, from whence malefactors were 
thrown, is not now more than twenty feet high. 
The city is magnificently built, the ſtreets ſpa- 
cious, and adored with three hundred fine 
churches, and a great number of palaces and 
convents; and the triumphal arches, pillars, = 
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liſks, ſtatues, and fountains, are no ſmall addition 


to its beauty. They have here the greateſt va- 


riety of wines that are to be met with; and in 


the midſt of all this choice, the people are 


extremely ſober, never ſitting down merely to 
drink, and ve * drink wine without 


water. 
From Rome his Royal Highneſs returned 


again to Florence, where after ſtaying a ſhort 
time, he ſet out on the fifth of May, at four 
o'clock in the morning for Bolegna, which he 


reached that evening, and was received with all 
poſſible marks of diſtinftion. This place can 
boaſt of one of the moſt conſiderable univerſities 
in Europe. It is about four miles in circumfe- 


rence, . remarkable for its magnificent churches 


and monaſteries, and the riches and fine paintings 
in them. It ſtands about eight miles from the 
Appenine mountains on ſeveral little rivulets, and 


a navigable canal, in one of the moſt fruitful 
plains in Italy. It is reckoned there are near 
70,000 inhabitants here. 


The next day his Royal Highneſs 9 80 
for Parma, where, on his arrival, M. du Tillot, 


the prime miniſter, went to the hotel Pallavicini, 


and there complimented him in the name of the 


infant our ſovereign, and preſented him to his 


Royal Highneſs, by whom he was received with 


all imaginable politeneſs. He afterwards paid a 
viſit to Prince Ferdinand and the Princeſs Donna 


Louiſa.” On the 10th he dined at court, and af- 
2211 | terwards 
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terwards went to the opera, where ſome verſes 
were introduced applicable to his Royal Highneſs. 
In ſhort, no mark of reſpect, no ſplendor or va- | 
riety of entertainment was omitted, they were ſo 
delighted with his preſence. 

On the 14th he took the diverſion of deer- 
hunting in Colorno park; and at his return he 
went to the opera, which was followed by a grand 
ſupper at the palace. On the 16th, a concert was 
performed by the muſicians of the houſhold ; 
after which the whole court paſſed into a mag- 
nificent hall, where was ſerved an ambigu on a 
table of 60 covers, which only the Infant, his 
Royal Highneſs, and the ladies ſat down to. In 
the evening there was a maſquerade ball at the 
theatre, 

From Parma his Royal Highneſs proceeded to 
Mantua, where he was received with every mark 
of diſtinction and eſteem. The ſtreets and ſquares 
of this city are elegantly built, and there are 18 
pariſh churches, excluſive of the cathedral, and 
40 convents; it is about five miles in circumfe- 
rence, and contains about 500,000 inhabitants, a 
great part of whom are employed in their filk 
manufactory. This city has a communication 
with the continent by three cauſeways, on each 
of which are forts for their defence. This place 
gave birth to the poet Taſſo; and Virgil was born 
at the village Andes, about two miles from 1t. 

On Friday the 25th his Royal Highneſs enter- 
ed the Venetian ſtate, from Mantua, and was 
E 2 eſcorted 
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eſcorted from the frontiers by detachments of 
light Dalmatian -cavalry to Verona. The be- 
fore ſignifying his intention of not making any 
ſtay there, prevented the exhibition of a bull- 
feaſt, prepared to be made in the Roman amphi- 
theatre, which has all the ſeats remaining, and 
would hold 24,000 ſpectators; the longeſt dia- 
meter of the area is 233 feet, and the ſhorteſt 
diameter 136 feet. There are alſo the remains of 
a triumphal arch, and of a magnificent temple 
dedicated to Jupiter. The town is well fortified, 
and has ſeveral noble palaces and public build- 
ings. ' Pliny the hiſtorian, Pliny the naturaliſt, 
and Vitruvius the architect, were all born here. 

On his Royal Highneſs's coming to Verona, the 
Podeſta, M. Cornero, waited upon him at his inn 
to compliment him on his arrival; and the next 
morning early he purſued his journey for Venice, 
eſcorted again by detachments of Dalmatian ca- 
valry. As his Royal Highneſs only got out of his 
coach to ſee the Olympic theatre at Vicenza, the 


Podeſta ſent a deputy to compliment him at the 


coach door. From thence he proceeded to Padua, 
where he dined, and was complimented by the 
Proveditor, Mr. Vendramin, attended by the 
principal nobility of the place. The form of this 
city is circular, but the houſes are in a ruinous 
condition; formerly it was one of the moſt flou- 
riſhing 'towns in Italy. They have a tradition 
here, that an image of the Bleſſed Virgin (which 


they ſhew you) flew there from Conſtantinople 


when 
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when that city was taken by the Turks; and 
they have another equally as probable, that their 
city was founded by Antenor, and a colony of 
Trojans. 

On Saturday the 26th at night, his Royal High- 
neſs arrived at Venice in perfect health. The 
next morning he received the compliments of 
four Venetian noblemen, who were appointed by 
the Doge, as deputies to attend him during his 
ſtay. In the evening he went to a very large box, 
richly furniſhed for his reception, to ſee the opera 
of Caius Marius repreſented in the great theatre 
of St. John Chryſoſtom's, and was atr2nded there 
by the deputies; as he was alſo the following 
night in a box fitted up, to fee the opera of So- 
phoniſba in the theatre of St. Luke's. The 29th 
his Royal Highneſs, attended by the depunes, and 
a great number of Engliſh noblemen and gentle- 
men, went to ſee the arſenal, where many of the 
Venetian nobility of both ſexes aſſembled to pay 
their reſpects to him. He was conducted to the 
different parts in a fine felucca, built on purpoſe, 
and rowed by men drefſed in the Engliſh man- 
ner: there were three other feluccas rowed by 
men all dreſſed like Engliſh ſailors, which were 
filled with Engliſh and other foreigners of diſtinc- 
tion, and with noble Venetians 'of both ſexes. 
Three thouſand hands were employed in building 
and fitting out ſhips and galleys. He then viſited 
the rope-walk; was ſhewn the different ſtores, and 
conducted into the great armory, where there 

was 
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was a rinfreſco, and a concert of muſic, and from 
the balcony ſaw the ſhows called Le Forze d'Er- 
cole and the Moreſco dance. His Royal High- 
neſs went on board the Bucentoro, and afterwards 
ſaw it launched. While his Royal Highneſs was 
in the arſenal, they began to build a large galley, 
which he ſaw in great forwardneſs. 
On Wedneſday the goth the magiſtrates of the 
Razon Vecchia ſent his Royal Highneſs the com- 
pliment uſually made to foreign Princes here, of a 
large ſervice of glaſs for a deſert, and of wax in a 
variety of forms of birds, fruits, flowers, &c. to 
which was added a bereau of very extraordinary 
workmanſhip. On the Aſcenſion Day he went to 
the palace to ſee the banquet, prepared for the 
Doge and the Signoria ; and was afterwards con- 
ducted in a barge and entertained by the noble de- 
puties at Murano at dinner ; to which all the En- 
gliſh of diſtinction, and many Venetian noblemen 
and ladies, were invited. In the afternoon he took 
the diverſion in the barge upon the water, where 
there was a very great concourſe of people of diſ- 
tinction in gondolas and other barges. On Sunday 
the zd of June his Royal Highneſs was conducted 
by the deputies in a fine barge, to ſee the cere- 
mony of the Doge's going in the Bucentoro, and 
attended by a great number of nobles, to eſpouſe 
the Adriatic ſea, This ſolemnity is always per- 
formed upon Aſcenſion Day, when the weather 
permits. In the evening he went to the hoſpital 
of the Mendicanti, and was entertained there with 
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a concert of vocal and inſtrumental muſic, per- 
formed by the girls of that hoſpital. 

The four noble deputies appointed to attend 
his Royal Highneſs, animated with an earneſt de- 
ſire to anſwer the intentions of their Republic, in 
teſtifying to him their extreme ſatisfaction in the 
honourable deputation conferred upon them, ri- 
valled each other in contriving various entertain- 
ments for rendering his ſtay in Venice agreeable; 
that of a public regatta upon the great canal was 
the moſt extraordinary; and the forming of it, 
however difficult on account of the ſhortneſs of the 
time, limited to eighteen days only, for making 
the great preparation, did not deter them from 
the undertaking; and the execution of it excited 
univerſal admiration and applauſe. They fixed 
the regatta. to the 4th 'of June, for celebrating, 
with the greateſt pomp, in the preſence of his 
Royal Highneſs, the anniverſary of his brother, 
his Britannic Majeſty's birth-day. In the morning 
all the Engliſh noblemen and gentlemen went to 
the houſe of Mr. Murray, his Britannic Majeſty's 
relident, who had the honour to attend, and con- 
gratulate his Royal Highneſs upon ſo joyful an 
occaſion ; and all had the honour to dine with 
him, and the four noble deputies, and ſome fo- 
reigners of diſtinCtion were likewiſe invited. 

The numerous and ſplendid barges ſet out 
from the lower end of the great canal a little be- 
fore three o'clock, and advancing towards. the 
* bridge before the palace of his Royal 

Highneſs 
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Highneſs, who then went attended, in a biſſona, 
by his excellency M. Grimani, the eldeſt of the 
noble deputies, formed a pompous ſuite to his 
Royal Highneſs, to the number of nine magnifi- 
cent peotas, ten fine biſſonas, ſeven margarottas, 
and one ballotina; following the courſe of the 
great canal, his Royal Highneſs arrived at the 
palace called the Mount of St. Anthony, where 
the ſignal being given, many competitors, in a 
boat with one oar ſtarted: his Royal Highneſs 
ſaw in the biſſona the whole of that race, which 
paſſing along the great canal, and returning back 
to the middle of it, formed a courſe of about 
four miles, and ended at a conſpicuous ſtructure, 
erected upon barges, and repreſenting the palace 
of joy; in the front of the firſt ſtory of which 
appeared Venice embracing Britannia. The firſt 

race being over, his Highneſs was pleaſed to go 
to à palace upon the great canal, which was fired 
up, and adorned on purpoſe by the noble depu- 
ties, to receive and entertain him occaſionally, 
where, from a balcony, ſurrounded by a number 
of ladies -and gentlemen, while a plentiful and 
elegant rinfreſco was ſerved, he was ſpectator of 
the four {ubſequent regettas, or mers” - | 
In the mean time, in ſight of above two hun- 
dred thouſand ſpectators, the nine magnificent 
expenſive peotas moved flowly about the canal 
amidft ſeveral thouſand gondolas and other light 
barges ; while the ſwift and equally rich biſſonas 
and 3 with young nobles, relations and 
friends 
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friends of the deputies, attended, armed with a 
bow and pellets, and cleared the way for the 
racers. 

The four firſt peotas repreſented the four ele- 
ments; the firſt of them, entirely filvered over, 
and ſymbolizing the element of water, repreſent- 
ing the triumph of Neptune, adorned with figures 
of tritons, ſword-fiſh, dolphins, &c. The ſe- 
cond expreſſed the earth, ſymbolized in the god- 
deſs Cybele, crowned with towers, and adorned 
with various products, plants, flowers and ani- 
mals, the whole being gilt and filvered over. 
The third was ſky-colour and filver, denoting the 
element of air, expreſſed by the rape of Orithya 
by Boreas, with Zephyrs and Cupids playing a- 
round in the air. The fourth was of flame- 
colour, with ornaments of ſilver indicating the 
element of fire, admirably expreſſed by the forge 
of Vulcan, ſweating at the anvil with his naked 
cyclops in gigantic figures, with Venus oppoſite 
in her car drawn by doves, and with other alluſi- 
ons agreeable to the fable. Theſe four peotas 
bore the arms quartered of the four noble depu- 
ties. The other five peotas were fitted out by 
their neareſt relations. The firſt repreſented 
Great-Britain led in triumph by Europa; the 
ſecond ſhewed the whale-fiſhery very well exe- 
cuted; 'the third exhibited the triumph of Ve- 
nus, in her car drawn by four doves; the 
fourth, the chariot of the ſun, drawn by four 
horſes, preceded by Aurora in the act of diſperſing 

F 


night : 


142 

night; the fifth and laſt, the triumph of Pallas, 
with trophies and alluſions to that deity, &c. All 
rivalling each other in pomp, and glittering with 
ſilver and gold, particularly the various elegant 
dreſſes of the rowers, muſicians, and other figures, 
in each peota, richly adorned with laces, beſides 
the long fringes and taſſels of ſilver play ing upon 
the water. The ſingularity of the ſhow, poſſible 
to be executed only in Venice, in regard to its ſitu- 
ation and conſtruction, animated the four noble 
deputies to contrive and exhibit, in ſo ſhort a time, 
without refleCting at all upon the greatneſs of an 
undertaking that ſeemed ro exceed the limits of 
a private ſtatin. Their ſole view was to render 
the Duke of York's ſtay in Venice as agreeable 
as they poſſibly could, and to manifeſt at once to 
the whole world, the fincere friendſhip of the 
Republic towards the crown of Great-Britain. 

The biſlonas were barges with eight oars; the 
margarottas with fix; and the ballitonas had four. 
Both barges and rowers were dreſſed in a moſt 
elegant taſte, and were as fine as ſilk, gold, and 
filver could make them; and ſo very expenſive 
were the nobles upon this occaſion, that they chan- 
ged all the dreſſes of their rowers after the third 
race. 

On Thurſday the 5th the Prince and Procura- 
tore Rezzonico, the Pope's nephew, gave a mag- 
nificent ball in his own palace to his Royal High- 
neſs, where there was a great number of Venetian 
nobility and foreigners of diſtinction. 


On 
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On Saturday the gth his Royal Highneſs was 
entertained at an aſſembly in the palace fitted 
up on purpoſe by the noble deputies. 

The next day ſome of the nobles and foreign 
reſidents dined with his Royal Highneſs in his pa- 
lace. In the evening he went to a concert of vo- 
cal and inſtrumental muſic, performed by the 
girls at the hoſpital of the Mendicanti. ' 

On Monday the 11th the noble deputies gave a 
very magnificent ball to his Royal Highneſs, in the 
great opera theatre at St. John Chryſoſtom's, pre- 
ceded by a cantata. The theatre was illuminated 
and decorated jn a very ſuperb and elegant man- 
ner. The company, which was very numerous 
and brilliant, was ſerved with all forts of refreſh- 
ments in great profuſion, during the whole night; 
beſides which, an elegant ſupper was ſerved up to 
his Royal Highneſs at a table of about four and 
twenty covers, in a room adjoining to the theatre. 
The ſpectators in the boxes, and round the circle 
were innumerable. His Highneſs retired about 
three o'clock in the morning, and the ball con- 
tinued till ſeven. 

On Friday the 15th the noble deputies waited 
upon his Royal Highneſs to take their leave. 
The eldeſt of them made him a very handſome 
compliment, praying him, in the name of the 
Senate, to aſſure his Majeſty of their great happi- 
neſs in having an opportunity of teſtifying their 
inviolable attachment to the King and his Royal 
Family, His Highneſs, in return, - aſſured them, 
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how ſenſible he was of their great attention to- 
wards him, and that he would make a report oĩ it 
to the King. 

Venice is five miles from the continent, ſtand- 
ing in the Lagunes, which are ſuppoſed to have 
been marſhy grounds, which the ſea has encroach- 
ed upon, leaving a great number of little iſlands 
of earth above the water, on which the fiſhermen 
of Padua built their huts. When the Goths in- 
vaded Italy in the fiſth century, many conſiderable 
families of Padua and Aquileia (which laſt is now 
very much decayed) retired hither, to ſecure them- 
ſelves from an enemy they could not reſiſt, and 
laid the foundation of this great city upon ſeventy- 
two of theſe little iſlands; but it ſtands now 
upon a much greater number, and is fo happily 
fituated, that no army can approach it by land, 
nor no hoſtile ficet by ſea; the avenues to theſe 
iſlands being fo difficult, they have not thought it 
neceſſary to encloſe the city with a wall; nor has 
any power attempted to beſiege it ſince it was 
founded, which is upwards of 1200 years. The 
circumference of the city is about fix miles, and 
the inhabitants are computed at about 200000; 
the canals are ſo numerous, that you may go to 
any part of the town by water, and there are 
450 bridges over them; the principal one is called 
the Rialto, lying over the grand canal, compoſed 
of one arch (which makes one-third of a circle) 
ninety feet wide; and all the bridges, except this, 
have- no rails. Nothing can appear more. beauti- 

ful 
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ful than this town does, as you approach it either 
from the continent or from the ſea; you behold 
it, with its numerous palaces and lofty towers 
riſing out of the waters, nothing intervening to ob- 
ſtruct the ſight. It is ſaid the piazza of St. Mark 
15 not to be parallelled for the magnificence of its 
buildings, and the houſes upon the grand canal 
are moſt of them, elegant palaces, with marble 
fronts, adorned with pillars of the ſeveral orders 
of architecture. Their rooms are uſually hung 
with gilt leather or tapeſtry, and their bedſteads 
are made of iron, which ſecures them againſt the 
vermin ſo troubleſome in London. 

When his Royal Highneſs left Venice Shich 
was on Saturday the 16th) he went up the Brentu 
to Padua in a large burchillo. When he arrived 
at the gate of the town, he was received by his 
excellency M. Vondramin, Proveditor, who pre- 
ſented four nobles of Padua to attend him during 
his ſtay there. The ſame evening he went to the 
opera, where a large box, very elegantly furniſhed, 
was prepared for him; the four deputies attending 
always, and refreſhments'were ſerved every night 
of the opera. 

The next day the Proveditor gave a moſt elegant 
ball. Within the circle there were great num- 
bers of nobility and foreigners, and round the hall 
a great number of maſks to ſee the dancers. , At 
midnight his Royal Highneſs was conducted 
through a ſuite of apartments, elegantly furniſhed 
upon the occaſion, to a ſupper of forty covers. 

On 
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On Tueſday the 19th the Proveditor invited 

his Royal Highneſs to a magnificent dinner, and 
' a concert of muſic. - On the 21ſt his Royal High- 
neſs went to Vicenza, to ſee the feaſt of the Cor- 
pus Domini; his excellency M. Paruta the Podeſta, 
waited upon him at his arrival, and preſented to 
him count Volpi, and three other nobles of Vi- 
cemza, to attend him during his ſhort ftay, The 
ſobemnity conſiſted of a church proceſſion, and a 
machine called the Roue carried about the town, 
made from a deſign of Palladio, which contains a 
number of people, with muſic, and children placed 
all round it, and upon the top of it. It is higher 
than the tops of the houſes, and is carried about 
by fourſcore men. In the afternoon there was 
a horſe-race, from which all the nobility went to 
the Campo Martio, a large and pleaſant meadow, 
ſurrounded by beautiful hills -covered with wood 
and houſes, in the midft of which there is a large 
palace built expreſsly by count Volpi, to entertain 
one of his Royal Highneſs's illuſtrious anceſtors, 
There were 1 30 equipages extremely rich, which 
+20 mito wt; n ee beautiful 
fcenes that can be conceived, 

When his Royal Highneſs left this place he ſet 
off ſor Turin, where he arrived ſafe on the 11th 
of Jaly m the morning. On Sunday the 22d his 
Royal Highneſs ined with the King; after which 
there was a fine concert. The 25th he went ta 
Rockonitz, a country ſeat of the Prince de Carig- 
nan, where forty-five perſons of the firſt diſtinction 

received 
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received an invitation to dinner; and in the even- 
ing there was a ball. On the 26th his Royal 
Highneſs left this place, and proceeded through 
Aſti and Alexandria, in his way to Genoa, where 
he arrived the 28th. On the 17th of Auguſt his 
Royal Higneſs left Genoa, landed on the 2oth at 
Nice, and proceeded from thence to Antibes, 
then to Carren, Avignon, and Lions, through Bur- 
gundy, and other pars of France to Calais. 


Though we date *our Account of his ſetting 
out from England the zd of October, 1963 ; yet 
he left Saville-houſe the 1ſt of September, that 
year, and arrived in London the 1ſt of the ſame 
month, in the year, 1764; amidſt the moſt joy- 
ful acclamations of the people. 


FIMNLEA 


